
 
 

Diocese of Allentown 
Phases for Restoration of Divine Worship with the Presence of the Faithful 

 

These directives are subject to revision at any time by the Bishop and in accord with local and statewide directives. 
 

 

 RED PHASE YELLOW PHASE GREEN PHASE (PART I) 
CHURCHES    

1. Open Churches Bishop Schlert directs that all 
Churches should remain open 
so that the faithful have the 
opportunity to make private 
visits. 

Bishop Schlert directs that all 
Churches should remain open so 
that the faithful have the 
opportunity to make private visits. 

Bishop Schlert directs that all 
Churches should remain open so 
that the faithful have the 
opportunity to make private 
visits. 

2. Church Entrances Not all of the Church 
entrances should be used in 
order to maintain control over 
number of entrants. A sign 
should be posted at the 
entrance dissuading those 
who are sick or experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

Not all of the Church entrances 
should be used in order to maintain 
control over number of entrants. A 
sign should be posted at the 
entrance dissuading those who are 
sick or experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms. 

Not all of the Church entrances 
should be used in order to 
maintain control over number of 
entrants. A sign should be posted 
at the entrance dissuading those 
who are sick or experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
 

3. Church Doors Door knobs and other 
commonly touched surfaces 
should be sanitized regularly. 

Interior and exterior doors should 
be propped open, whenever 
possible, in order to prevent 
unneeded contact and to allow for 
greater ventilation during Sunday 
and Weekday Masses. Door knobs 
and other commonly touched 
surfaces should be sanitized 
regularly. 

Interior and exterior doors should 
be propped open, whenever 
possible, in order to prevent 
unneeded contact and to allow for 
greater ventilation during Sunday 
and Weekday Masses. Door 
knobs and other commonly 
touched surfaces should be 
sanitized regularly. 



4. Space and Pew 
Delineation 

Parishioners are asked to 
maintain appropriate social 
distancing. At least six feet 
should be maintained at all 
times.  

At least six feet is the proper social 
distancing for individuals or 
families. Some sections may be 
roped off for Weekday Mass to 
allow for more efficient sanitization. 

Six feet is the proper social 
distancing for individuals or 
families. Some sections may be 
roped off for Weekday Mass to 
allow for more efficient 
sanitization. 

5. Sanitization 
Requirements 

Most pews can be cleaned 
with soap and water. Door 
handles, door knobs, railings, 
etc. should all be cleaned 
following CDC Guidelines. 

Sanitization of public spaces is to 
occur after each gathering (for 
Masses or other liturgical 
celebrations) as well as at the end of 
the Open Church period. Careful to 
avoid damage to wooden pews and 
other surfaces with harsh 
astringents. Most pews can be 
cleaned with soap and water. Door 
handles, door knobs, railings, etc. 
should all be cleaned following CDC 
Guidelines. 

Sanitization of public spaces is to 
occur after each gathering (for 
Masses or other liturgical 
celebrations) as well as at the end 
of the Open Church period. 
Careful to avoid damage to 
wooden pews and other surfaces 
with harsh astringents. Most 
pews can be cleaned with soap 
and water. Door handles, door 
knobs, railings, etc. should all be 
cleaned following CDC 
Guidelines. 

6. Occupancy for Mass 
and other Liturgical 
Celebrations 

No celebration of the Mass 
with the Presence of the 
Faithful is permitted at this 
time. 

In order to provide proper social 
distancing, no more than 25% of 
total Church occupancy may be 
present inside the Church at a given 
time (i.e. this is your Church’s total 
seating capacity divided by 4.)  
So that there is no confusion, once 
your 25% capacity has been 
calculated, it should be clearly 
posted on a sign on the doors of the 
Church.  N.B. Churches, Synagogues, 
and other Religious Houses of Worship 
are not held to the minimum number for 
gatherings for businesses. 

No more than 50% of total 
Church occupancy may be 
present inside the Church at a 
given time (i.e. this is your 
Church’s total seating capacity 
divided by 2.) Since there may be 
occasion that social distancing is 
not possible at 50%, masks must 
be worn. 
So that there is no confusion, 
once your 50% capacity has been 
calculated, it should be clearly 
posted on a sign on the doors of 
the Church.  N.B. Churches are not 
held to the minimum number for 
gatherings for businesses. 

    



7. Ventilation Well ventilated with fresh air. Each Church is to be well ventilated 
with fresh air. Windows and doors 
should be open, whenever possible. 

Each Church is to be well 
ventilated with fresh air. 
Windows and doors should be 
open, whenever possible. 

8. Holy Water All fonts and stoops are to be 
emptied. 

All fonts and stoops remain empty. 
Small containers of Holy Water may 
be provided for individuals to take 
with them. 

All fonts and stoops remain 
empty. Small containers of Holy 
Water may be provided for 
individuals to take with them. 

    
9. Veneration of Relics 

and Holy Images 
Public veneration by making 
physical contact with relics or 
images is prohibited. Relics 
and images should not be 
accessible to the general 
public. 

Public veneration by making 
physical contact with relics or 
images is prohibited. Relics and 
images should not be accessible to 
the general public. 

Public veneration by making 
physical contact with relics or 
images is prohibited. Relics and 
images should not be accessible 
to the general public. 

10. Hymnals and Other 
Books 

All hymnals, missals, 
missalettes, and Bibles are to 
be removed from the Church 
and stored until a later date. 

All hymnals, missals, missalettes, 
and Bibles are to be removed from 
the Church and stored until a later 
date. For public worship, printed 
worship aids or a projection screen 
is permitted. The public worship aid 
is to be used once and discarded by 
the user in receptacles as they leave 
the Church. 

All hymnals, missals, missalettes, 
and Bibles remain removed from 
the Church and stored until a 
later date. For public worship, 
printed worship aids or a 
projection screen is permitted. 
The words of a hymn may be 
included in a column of your 
weekend bulletin. 

11. Book racks and other 
kiosks 

All kiosks with pamphlets, 
brochures, devotional 
materials, and other 
Sacramentals are to be closed 
off from public access. 

All kiosks with pamphlets, 
brochures, devotional materials, and 
other Sacramentals are to be closed 
off from public access. They are to 
be removed or covered to prevent 
access. All parish gift shops remain 
closed. 

All kiosks with pamphlets, 
brochures, devotional materials, 
and other Sacramentals are to be 
closed off from public access. 
They are to be removed or 
covered to prevent access. All 
parish gift shops remain closed. 

    
12. Votive Candles Access to lighting votive 

candles is to be restricted from 
the public. Parishioners may 
request the pastoral staff to 

Access to lighting votive candles is 
to be restricted from the public. 
Parishioners may request the 
pastoral staff to light a candle for 

Parishioners may light votive 
candles. Hand sanitizer should be 
available near the votive candles 
so that parishioners can sanitize 



light a candle for them. them. before/after use. 
13. Sacristy  Because sacristies are confined 

spaces, often with limited 
space and ventilation, only 
clergy are permitted in the 
Sacristy. 

Because sacristies are confined 
spaces, often with limited space and 
ventilation, only clergy are 
permitted in the Sacristy. A 
sacristan may enter but leave when 
retrieving what is necessary. A 
lector may check in at the Sacristy 
before returning to his or her pew. 

Because sacristies are confined 
spaces, often with limited space 
and ventilation, only clergy are 
permitted in the Sacristy. A 
sacristan may enter but leave 
when retrieving what is 
necessary. The Lector and 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion may check in at the 
Sacristy before returning to his or 
her pew. 

14. Cry Room/Nursery Closed to the public. Closed to the public. Closed to the public. 
    

15. Sacred Vessels Vessels are to be properly 
purified and sanitized by the 
Priest celebrant only. Warm 
water and a little soap are 
sufficient. 

Vessels are to be properly purified 
and sanitized by the Priest celebrant 
only. Warm water and a little soap 
are sufficient. 

Vessels are to be properly 
purified and sanitized by the 
Priest celebrant only. Warm water 
and a little soap are sufficient. 

16. Cleaning of Sacred 
Linens 

Gloves should be used by 
those who launder the Sacred 
linens. 

Gloves should be used by those 
who launder the Sacred linens. 
Proper precaution needs to be taken 
if linens are removed from Church 
property and taken to private homes 
for laundering. 

Gloves should be used by those 
who launder the Sacred linens. 
Proper precaution needs to be 
taken if linens are removed from 
Church property and taken to 
private homes for laundering. 

17. Vestments If multiple Priests reside in a 
parish, they should avoid 
sharing chasubles, stoles, and 
albs. Albs should be regularly 
laundered. Chasubles may be 
dry cleaned or steamed when 
necessary. 

If multiple Priests reside in a parish, 
they should avoid sharing 
chasubles, stoles, and albs. Albs 
should be regularly laundered. 
Chasubles may be dry cleaned or 
steamed when necessary. 

If multiple Priests reside in a 
parish, they should avoid sharing 
chasubles, stoles, and albs. Albs 
should be regularly laundered. 
Chasubles may be dry cleaned or 
steamed when necessary. 

18. Use of Daily Mass 
Chapels 

May be used for live-streamed 
Masses. 

For Masses with the Presence of the 
Faithful, the Main Church is to be 
used to provide opportunities for 
greater social distancing. When the 

For Masses with the Presence of 
the Faithful, the Main Church is 
to be used to provide 
opportunities for greater social 



Main Church is not capable of 
providing proper social distancing, a 
parish or school hall may be used. 

distancing. The parish hall or 
school hall may be used for 
overflow, if capacity has been 
met. 

19. Perpetual Adoration 
Chapels 

Not permitted.  Not permitted inside Adoration 
Chapel. Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament must take place 
in the Main Church. 

Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament must take place in the 
Main Church. 

    
20. Use of Churches for 

Non-Liturgical 
Purposes 

Not permitted.  Not permitted. Concerts, 
presentations, and other non-
liturgical purpose are not permitted. 
Devotions are allowed. 

Not permitted. Concerts, 
presentations, and other non-
liturgical purpose are not 
permitted. Devotions are allowed. 

 
 
 

   

 
 

   

PERSONS IN 
ATTENDANCE 

   

21. Cloth Face Masks 
(Clergy) 

Not to be worn during the 
celebration of the Sacred 
Liturgy. 

Face masks are not to be worn by 
clergy during the Celebration of the 
Sacred Liturgy. For the Distribution 
of Holy Communion after Mass 
(which is the preferred method for 
Distribution), the Priest or Deacon 
should wear a mask. 

Face masks are not to be worn by 
clergy during the Celebration of 
the Sacred Liturgy. For the 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
after Mass (which is the preferred 
method for Distribution), the 
Priest or Deacon should wear a 
mask. 

22. Cloth Face Masks 
(Faithful) 

Cloth face masks are 
encouraged for those who 
make visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Face masks are to be worn by all of 
the lay faithful. The only time a face 
mask should be removed is when a 
lector proclaims the readings and for 
the reception of Holy Communion. 
A cantor, who is socially distanced 
from the rest of the faithful may 
participate without a face mask. 

Face masks are to be worn by all 
of the lay faithful. The only time 
a face mask should be removed is 
when a lector proclaims the 
readings and for the reception of 
Holy Communion. A cantor, who 
is socially distanced may 
participate without a face mask. 



23. Gloves  Not to be worn during the 
celebration of the Sacred 
Liturgy. 

Not to be worn during the 
celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. 
Gloves should not be used for the 
distribution or the reception of Holy 
Communion. 

Not to be worn during the 
celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. 
Gloves should not be used for the 
distribution or the reception of 
Holy Communion. 

24. Sanitizer Stations Stations with sanitizer should 
be placed near the entrance of 
the Church and in the 
Sacristy. 

Stations with sanitizer should be 
placed near the entrance of the 
Church, in the Sacristy, and a small 
table with a corporal and hand 
sanitizer should be placed near the 
Communion station. If the Priest or 
Deacon senses that his fingers have 
made contact with a person’s hand 
or mouth, he should pause, place 
the ciborium on the corporal and 
use hand sanitizer or dip his finger 
in an ablution cup filled with 
rubbing alcohol. 

Stations with sanitizer should be 
placed near the entrance of the 
Church, in the Sacristy, and a 
small table with a corporal and 
hand sanitizer should be placed 
near the Communion station. If 
the Priest or Deacon senses that 
his fingers have made contact 
with a person’s hand or mouth, 
he should pause, place the 
ciborium on the corporal and use 
hand sanitizer or dip his finger in 
an ablution cup filled with 
rubbing alcohol. 

25. Social distancing At least 6 feet of social 
distance should be maintained 
at all times during private 
visits to Open Churches. 

Social distancing is to be practiced 
within Church buildings. Using 
rope or tape (be sure to use a 
material that does not damage 
pews), indications should be made 
for sitting in every third pew with 
six feet between individuals. 
Families may sit together. Spacing 
should take into account the size of 
families attending together.  

Social distancing is to be practiced 
within Church buildings. Using 
rope or tape (be sure to use a 
material that does not damage 
pews), indications should be 
made for sitting in every other 
pew. Families may sit together. 
Spacing should take into account 
the size of families attending 
together. 

    
26. Gatherings 

before/after Mass 
Not permitted.  All formal and informal gatherings 

are not permitted. 
All formal and informal 
gatherings are not permitted. 

27. Deacons Deacons may serve livestream 
Masses at the discretion of the 
Pastor and the Deacon. 

Deacons may serve at the discretion 
of the Pastor and the Deacon. 

Deacons may serve at the 
discretion of the Pastor and the 
Deacon. 

28. Altar Servers  Not permitted.  Not permitted. Not permitted. 



29. Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Not permitted. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are not permitted. 
*N.B.* If a Priest is uncomfortable
with Distributing Holy Communion,
he may ask a Deacon to assist in his
place.

One Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion is permitted 
per Mass. He or she must be 
carefully trained regarding the 
proper way to sanitize in between 
each distribution of Holy 
Communion. He or she is not 
permitted to sit in the sanctuary. 

30. Lectors A single lector is permitted. 
He or she is not permitted to 
sit in the sanctuary. 

A single lector is permitted. He or 
she is not permitted to sit in the 
sanctuary. 

A single lector is permitted. He or 
she is not permitted to sit in the 
sanctuary. 

31. Choirs Not permitted. Not permitted. Choir practices are 
not permitted. 

Not permitted. Choir practices are 
not permitted. 

32. Cantor A cantor is permitted for 
livestream Masses at the 
discretion of the Pastor and 
the cantor. 

A cantor is permitted at the 
discretion of the Pastor and the 
cantor. It is preferable that the 
cantor be positioned away from the 
assembly at a sizeable distance from 
others. 

A cantor is permitted at the 
discretion of the Pastor and the 
cantor. It is preferable that the 
cantor be positioned away from 
the assembly at a sizeable 
distance from others. 

33. Organist/Musician Permitted at the discretion of 
the Pastor. 

Permitted at the discretion of the 
Pastor. 

Permitted at the discretion of the 
Pastor. 

34. Ushers/Greeters Not permitted. At the discretion of the Pastor, 
several ushers will be needed to 
direct the assembly as they enter the 
Church and cut off attendance if it 
exceeds 25 % occupancy. 

At the discretion of the Pastor, 
several ushers will be needed to 
direct the assembly as they enter 
the Church and cut off 
attendance if it exceeds 50 % 
occupancy. 

35. Controlled entrance
into Churches for
Masses

Masses with the Presence of 
the Faithful are not permitted. 

You may wish to use a system to 
determine those who are permitted 
to enter into the Church for Mass. 
Some form of ticketing or sign-up 

You may wish to use a system to 
determine those who are 
permitted to enter into the 
Church for Mass. 



may help in those parishes where 
large numbers of the faithful will 
want to return to Churches for 
Mass. 

SUNDAY/WEEKDAY 
MASSES 

If the Priest Celebrant feels ill, the 
Daily or Sunday Masses must be 

cancelled. If the Priest Celebrant is 
uncomfortable to celebrate Mass because 

he is at risk, he may explain to his 
People his health concerns. 

If the Priest Celebrant feels ill, the 
Daily or Sunday Masses must be 

cancelled. 

36. Schedule of Masses Livestreamed Masses for the 
Faithful are strongly 
encouraged. 

At the discretion of the Pastor, Mass 
schedules for Sundays and 
weekdays may be adjusted 
according to need. All of the 
requirements for sanitization after 
each Mass are mandatory. It is 
strongly encouraged to begin with a 
reduced number of Masses to 
ensure proper cleaning can take 
place. Masses may take place in 
Churches, Church halls that have 
been properly suited for the needs 
of this time, in parking lots with 
people remaining in their cars (those 
who walk to Church may be seated 
on a lawn chair with distancing in a 
special section), and in fields located 
on parish or diocesan property, but 
ensuring adequate social distancing. 
Livestreaming of Masses is 
encouraged. 

At the discretion of the Pastor, 
Mass schedules for Sundays and 
weekdays may be adjusted 
according to need. All of the 
requirements for sanitization after 
each Mass are mandatory. Masses 
may take place in Churches, 
Church halls that have been 
properly suited for the needs of 
this time, in parking lots with 
people remaining in their cars 
(those who walk to Church may 
be seated on a lawn chair with 
distancing in a special section), 
and in fields located on parish or 
diocesan property, but ensuring 
adequate social distancing. 
Livestreaming of Masses is 
encouraged for those who are not 
comfortable with attending. 

37. Offertory Collection Parishes are strongly 
encouraged to implement an 
online giving program if they 
currently do not have one. 

No offering may be taken up by 
pew. Baskets are to be set up in a 
secure place for individuals to use 
as needed. They should not be left 
near entrances of Churches or any 

Long handle baskets may be used 
to take up the collection. Baskets 
may also be set up in a secure 
place for individuals to use as 
needed. They should not be left 



other location that risks thievery. near entrances of Churches or 
any other location that risks 
thievery. 

38. Offertory Procession Not permitted. Not permitted. Not permitted. 
39. Preparation of the

Chalice
The Priest Celebrant alone 
prepares the Main Chalice. 

The Priest Celebrant alone prepares 
the Main Chalice and he alone 
elevates the Chalice for the 
Doxology. 
With the use of a secondary chalice, 
concelebrants are to communicate 
by means of intinction. A deacon 
does not receive from the Chalice 
during the Yellow Phase. 

At the discretion of the Pastor, 
the Deacon (after sanitizing his 
hands) may prepare the Chalice. 
At the discretion of the Pastor, 
the Deacon may elevate the 
Chalice for the Doxology. 
*N.B.* At all times, the Deacon
handles the Chalice by the stem
and the base ensuring that he
does not handle the Cup. With
the use of a secondary chalice,
concelebrants are to communicate
by means of intinction
A Deacon may receive from a
second chalice (after the
Concelebrants, if any, have
received through intinction)
during the Green Phase.

40. Exchange of the Sign
of Peace

Omitted. Omitted. Omitted. 

41. Reception of Holy
Communion by the
Faithful

In extremis only. Holy Communion may be received 
in the hand or on the tongue, with 
encouragement of the Faithful to 
receive in the hand for greater 
caution. No one is to be refused 
Holy Communion for their 
preference of reception. If a separate 
line can be created for those who 
prefer to receive on the tongue, this 
is preferred.  
 

Holy Communion may be 
received in the hand or on the 
tongue, with encouragement of 
the Faithful to receive in the hand 
for greater caution. No one is to 
be refused Holy Communion for 
their preference of reception. If a 
separate line can be created for 
those who prefer to receive on 
the tongue, this is preferred. 
 




